THE CODES
OF CREATION

Re-reading Sefer Yesirah
through Text and Image

A book of only a few hundred words. A claim to
explain the architecture of the cosmos. A mystery
that has baffled scholars for a millennium. Sefer
Yesirah (The Book of Formation) attributes the
creation of the world to the manipulation of 22
letters and 10 numbers.




THE IMPOSSIBLE BOOK

The Claim: The text asserts that the universe was
engineered through the “powers of the decimal
number system” (the ten Sefirot) and the “twenty-
two letters of the Hebrew alphabet.”

The Attribution: Traditionally ascribed to the
patriarch Abraham, implying a primal, pre-Sinaitic
wisdom.

The Paradox: It is considered canonical by Jewish
philosophers and Kabbalists, fascinating thinkers
from Leibniz to Borges. Yet, it is “nearly impossible to
contextualize.” It appears in history without a clear
predecessor, possessing a unique style that defies
standard categorization.
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THE SILENCE OF THE SAGES

The Traditional View

Sefer Yesirah is viewed as a Rabbinic, scientific
treatise from the heart of Jewish antiquity.

|

The Historical Void

The Evidence of Absence:
1. The text does not refer to any other source in late
antiquity.
2. It is not referenced by any other source in late
antiguity.
3. The ‘Silence of the Talmud': The Rabbinic canonis
largely unaware of this text.

Conclusion: The book does not fit the Rabbinic mold. To find its origins, we must look to
the margins—to a different geography and a different culture.
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SHIFTING THE MAP: THE SYRIAC CONNECTION
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THE FINGERPRINT OF ‘THE OTHER’

Comparative Analysis: Sefer Yesirah vs. The Mystery of the Greek Letters

The Christian Text

The Jewish Text

The Mystery of the Greek Letters (6th Century)

=
.l_."

Argues the world was created by 22 letters.

The Glitch:
Greek has 24 letters. The text forces a “22" count to
match the Hebrew/Syriac divine structure.

Sefer Yesirah (7th Century)

Argues the world was created by 22 |etters.

The Link:
Both texts view the alphabet not just as phonetic tools,
but as the elemental building blocks of the cosmos.

This shared “22 letter” DNA suggests Sefer Yesirah was part of a broader
cross-cultural conversation about the power of language.
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JESUS AND THE CLAY BIRDS

Cultural Context: The text emerged alongside the
Toledot Yeshu and Infancy Gospels—legends
where a young Jesus learns the alphabet and uses
the power of letters to animate clay birds.

The Shared Belief: In this cultural moment,
“knowing the letters” was synonymous with the
power to create life.

Narrative Insight: Sefer Yesirah is the Jewish
codification of this widespread Late Antique belief:
that language is the mechanism of creation.
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RECLAIMING THE ‘MAGICAL”READING
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12th Century Philosophy //

Philosophers like Maimonides ,//
Philosophers like Maimonides

tried to frame Sefer Yesirah as a / / Pre-12th Century Practice
rational, scientific treatise.

f.-ff”’-*'”.f-,-,-,:-?” Early readers saw it as Hilkhot
7> Yesirah—"Laws of Formation.” It was
Yy J4 a manual for mysticism and magic.

Practical Application: Instructions && |
for creating an artificial calf or a ﬂ? E@
ese Golem through letter permutation. %3) %




THE THEOLOGY OF LANGUAGE

Core Mechanic: God created the world
through speech and writing.

~ SPEECH + WRITING = REALITY
The Ideal Text The Syriac Parallel
Sefer Yesirah posits Hebrew as the “Ideal Syriac Christians believed their language
Text” of the universe—the source code. was the divine instrument. Sefer Yesirah

claims this primacy for Hebrew.



BEYOND THE TEXT: THE MYTH OF ICONOCLASM

The Misconception:
The ‘Second
Commandment’ led
scholars to believe
Judaism was strictly
iconoclastic and that
diagrams were
irrelevant
decorations.

The Reality: Visual
culture was central to
Kabbalah. We cannot
understand Sefer
Yesirah by reading it
alone. The diagrams
are not

Illustrations; they are
integral components
of the transmission.

& NotebookLM



DIAGRAMS AS VISUAL EXEGESIS

Definition: Diagrams in these manuscripts function as “glosses” (commentaries).

Biblical Creation Magical Practice

The
Diagram

Synthetic Worldview

“Cosmographies are synthetic... they illustrate a worldview.” — Marla Segol



THE ARCHITECTURE OF THE INFINITE

The Structure: The diagrams organize
the universe into Rings:

1. The Ten Sefirot
(Numbers/Dimensions)

2. The Twenty-Two Letters

3. The T’li (The Dragon/Axis)

Visual Logic: These concentric circles
visualize the hierarchy of creation,
placing the reader in relation to the
divine structure.
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THE INTERFACE OF RITUAL

\/ \/ € Astrology
Golem Making > ’> L
(Artificial Life) 7 T
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User Manual: These diagrams were not static art. They served as instructional
schematics, showing the initiate how to combine and permute letters to affect reality.
They were the interface between the mystic and the ‘code’ of creation.

Messianism
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COMPUTING CREATION

The Artifact: Volvelles (Wheel Charts).

Functionality: Permutational letter
charts with moving parts.

The Concept: By rotating the wheels,
the mystic could ‘dial in’ combinations of
letters, effectively running the program
of creation. It is an ancient analog
computer.
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A SYNCRETIC MASTERPIECE

Geographically
Born in the collision of Jewish
and Syriac-Christian cultures.

Methodologically
Operationalized through the
fusion of Text and Diagram.

Theologically
Bridging Biblical creation
with magical theurgy.

It is a machine for understanding the universe, built from parts
found in the cultural collision of the 7th century.
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THE INFINITE LIBRARY

Legacy: This short, cryptic text captivated thinkers
from the medieval Kabbalists to Leibniz and Borges.

Final Insight: It remains a testament to a profound
human intuition: that the world is made of language,
and if we can just find the right combination of

letters, we can rewrite reality.
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