The Architecture of Reality

The Journey of the Soul in the Philosophy of Plotinus

Based on the Introduction to the Enneads by Dominic J. O'Meara




“The sessions were
confused and much
nonsense was
spoken... but when
when he spoke his
intellect illuminated
|ié¥en his face.” - Porphyry
| e AR Porphyry

Philosophy in an Age of Anxiety

204-270 AD: }_( 204-270 AD:
Plotinus’ Life Plotinus’ Life

Context: The Crisis
of the Third Century
(Plague, Civil War,
Inflation)

Context: Ai the
Roman sourance —O—
in the youngh

Response: A Stateless
O Citizenship
of the Soul
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The Fundamental Dualism

The Materialist Error

(Stoics/Epicureans) The Plotinian Soul

e Unity of Perception: A material mass cannot unify different sensations.
e Memory: If Soul were body in flux, identity would dissolve.
e Active vs. Passive: Soul is the cause that binds; Body is the composite that is bound.
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The Mystery of Presence
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Presence is not local. Presence is Dependence.
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The First Ascent: From Soul to Intellect (Nous)

Intellect (Nous)

Intuitive Thought
(Simultaneous/Total) Intelligible Reality is
| not a distant place,
but a deeper level of
self-presence.

Soul
Discursive Thought
(Sequential/Changing)
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The Principle of Prior Simplicity

The Point = The Simple / The One

The Line depends on the Point.
D 4 The Surface depends on the Line.
The Cube (Body) depends on
the Surface.

Complexity always depends on simplexity. Multiplicity must derive from Unity.
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The Summit: “The One” in Playfair Display

Not a Thing

Beyond Being Absolute

(Epekeina Ousias) Simplicity Not a Quality

Not an Intellect

The Source of all Forms has no form. The Source of all Number is not a number.
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Speaking the Unspeakable

The Dilemma:

“We say something about it,
but we do not say it.”

Language as Indication
1. We are not describing The One; we are describing our dependence on it.
2. We circle around the center, pointing inward.

3. The goal is not description, but an experience of presence.
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The Mystery of Derivation

The Double Activity
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Key Analogy

The Sun gives off light without losing its substance and without choosing to shine.
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Production as Contemplation

Intellect contemplates The One
-> Generates Soul

L

Soul contemplates Intellect
-> Generates Nature

Contemplation '

Nature contemplates (dreamily)
-> Generates the World

Contemplation

Making is a shadow of contemplation. The world is a by-product of the desire to see.
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The Limit of Light: Matter and Evil

The Good e Evil is not a positive force. It is
Privation (Absence).

e Matter is the darkness where the light
stops.

Form/Soul

e Evil is ‘Formlessness’ and ‘Total

Matt
gl Poverty’.

(Privation)
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The Ladder of Beauty

1. Beauty in Bodies
(Form mastering Matter)

2. Beauty in Souls

(Virtue/Knowledge)

3. Beauty in Intellect
(True Being)

‘Chisel away the superfluous, straighten what is crooked... never
cease working at your statue until the godlike splendour shines.
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The Return: Union (Henosis)

© e The Goal: “The flight of the alone
to the Alone’”

e The Method: Dialectic leads to
@ the final leap beyond logic.
e The Experience: A sudden filling

with light; restoration of true
identity.
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The Legacy of Plotinus

Plotinus St. Augustine Islamic Philosophy The Renaissance
(3rd C.) (4th C.) (Al-Farabi/Avicenna) (Ficino, 1492)
Plotinus St. Augustine Islamic Philosophy The Renaissance
Brd'€.) (4th C.) (Al-Farabi/Avicenna) (Ficino, 1492)

We are “Amphibious”—living partly in the sensory
world, but with our head in the Intelligible.

&1 NotebookLM



The Cycle of Being

The Architecture of Reality

Procession / Descent

h The One €—

The One

v

Intellect
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Soul
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World
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Matter/Limit

Union

T

Dialectic
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Virtue

.

Return / Ascent
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