THE ABBOT’S ARCANUM: JOHAN NES TRITHEMIUS
The Wild Hunt, Cryptography, and the Birth of Magical Theology

| S Johannes Trithemius (1462-1516)
= 7o \ was a man of paradox. A

e \\ Benedictine abbot and reformer,
he was simultaneously a suspected
necromancer and the father of

i modern cryptography. He lived
%‘? in the borderlands between piety
e and sorcery, history and fiction.



THE FAUSTIAN SHADOW
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4 Summoned by Emperor Maximilian I. Accused Benedictine Abbot and Reformer. Operated T |
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within a complex theological framework.
Critics like Christoph Zeisseler attributed
Faustian feats to him.

of necromancy for conjuring the spirit of
Mary of Burgundy. Often conflated with the
historical Doctor Faustus.




THE POLYMATH OF SPONHEIM
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likewise Greek were his dogs, stones, and vineyards.” W
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S e ) =y Q= =T ” Amassed 2,000 volumes in
Greek, Hebrew, and Latin.
A magnet for Europe’s elite.
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Abbot at age 21.

Transformed a ruined

Born Johann monastery into a a Vera Eruditio Monastica: E
Heidenberg (1462). center of Humanism. The union of intense intellectual

study and pious worship. _A_%
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Sumgtibus Johannis Andre:e Endteri,
Wolfgangi Junioris Heredum.

Anno M. DC. LXY,

DANGEROUS CORRESPONDENCE

THE SCANDAL OF 1499

THE DEATH: Bostius dies

before receipt. The letter is
intercepted.

i )

THE LETTER: Trithemius
writes to Arnold Bostius
describing Steganographia—
secret writing via angelic
mediators.

THE ACCUSATION: The Prior
reads the letter, mistaking
ciphers for demons. Accusation
of illicit magic spreads.

Carolus Bovillus visits Sponheim,
reads the manuscript, and
brands Trithemius a
“demonic magician”.
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DEFINITION

Die Wilde jagd (Tht';‘
Wild Hunt). &
A pan-European
myth of a 2
spectral procession— ¥
ghostly hunters and the
souls of the dead
sweeping thrnugh the
night sky. <&

THE CLAMOR

Defined by NOISE.

The barking of hounds
(“Hunde der Luft”),
crashing trees, and wind.

apparition
of the

unplacated
dead.
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TI—IE STAKES

To encounter the Hunt
was to risk grievous
affliction.

Trithemius documented
these accounts with
clinical precision,
precision, unhke =4
clerics who ,/ =
dismissed them. _;.
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VERISIMILITUDE

Trithemius rejected
“once upon a time”. He
utilized precise dating
and geographical
anchoring to lend

historical weight to
folklore.

He constructed a “truth
of fiction” where the
uncanny exists alongside
_dry monastic

~ chronicles.
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THE ILLUSION OF TRUTH
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| Worms imgB).

*{ Subtext: The Troop of the Dead. | ™ |
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4 Kroonheim (1354).
Subtext: The Cursed

ponheim (13

54)- : .
' # | Subtext: The Cursed Hunter. [ ;"T_*-"_;:»F

Hunter.
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THE NARRATIVE THE EDITING
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Location: A mountain
near Worms.

Witness: The monk Rupert.

Event: A noisy throng of
slain soldiers moving into
the mountain.

Trithemius adapted this from

| the chronicle of Ekkehard von
Aura. He deliberately removed
the political context of Count
‘ﬁ, Emicho’s treason to focus

: entirely on the supernatural

|l mechanics of the afterlife.

et
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Revelation: Not demons,

but souls in Purgatory

[P T e

.....
e e el el | | 52




o= o0,

_"-. T s, ey

29 N9 =25

CASE STUDY 13 54 THE CURSED HUNTER S
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The Identlty Count Walram of Sponham (a ﬁctmnahzed anceéfor)
The Curse: Doomed to hunt forever for loving the sport more than God.
He appeared “clad in fire” Wlth “black and terrible dogs”.

Trithemius offers no sermon. He reports the terror of the chaplain—who ol
“never smiled again”—Iletting the horror speak for itself. A AT
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“THE FLYING SORCERERS”

(1262)

A charlatan and ‘praestigiator’.
Used ‘Blendung’ (blinding magic)
to make crowds believe they saw
him hunting in the air.

A feat of sensory delusion.
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SEDECHIAS (876)

Labeled a ‘Jewish magician’ and
court physician. Described as a
master ‘magus’ aided by demons
to create ‘crafty fictions’
in the clouds.

Trithemius links anti-semitic stereotypes with black magic, o’
__contrasting the charlatan with the ‘demonic’ master. L. TTIE
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“THE NEUTRAL NARRATOR?”
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Reports ‘facts’ with & — " & A shield against

dry detachment. accusation. By
S|, Avoids explicit framing the
Iz Christian supernatural as
A\, exegesis or history, he |

preaching in could explore 2

these i A Jfelyy theuncanny )

accounts. Ly &= without explicitly

~a—— e = endorsing the

SK. M\ BELIEVER/OCCULTIST demonic.
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Theologia Magica

_ 1 Christiana: Trithemius

d— ANGELS — R  sought to bridge ancient
Q  (Mediators of Divine Wil) i’ pagan wisdom (Hermes,

B D, (},,00ras) with Christian
B @ @ revelation. He argued magic
(|\= THE MAGUS — B  is not inherently evil; its
Q@ (The Pious Operator) )’  morality depends on the
- W W W source—Angels vs. Demons.
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For Trithemius, code- S—7 O 2
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making was a magical N4
" Controlling information | /5415

@ through hidden means. Y

\ MECHANISM —

Codes relied on ‘angelic

mediation’. Knowing the ZONAS S
names of planetary VA A ﬂ $
\. fﬁxﬂmﬂmﬁﬁﬁ\

5 To critics, a table oJf' |
,% numbers looked like a
spell. To Trithemius, it

<> was math serving God.

S~ CONFLICT
To critics, a table of

O numbers looked like a
£ spell. To Trithemius,
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transmission of thought.  “®== EEI@“ God. ﬁ o)
KEY WORKS j#

*Steganographia (Secret Writing) and Polygraphia (Many Writings). - ,zk,
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THE
DISTINCTION.
Trithemius fought
to separate
“Natural Magic”

“Natural Magic”
(permissible/learned)
from “Sorcery”

| (heretical /witchcraft).
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#22] prove his orthodoxy.

THE SAFETY «¢

VALVE.

He wrote vehement
demonologies
condemning

witches to prove to

This created a safe §
space for his own
esoteric work.

g

2) THE ARGUMENT: Esoteric knowledge is for the elite (Princes .
- and Abbots); common superstition is dangerous. '
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THE MAGUS LEGACY

Noml _. THE SHIFT: %
O / /= Trithemius’s “Magical

Theology’ moved
human thought from
passive prayer to the

active manipulation of W&
forces. This ‘operative’
mindset was a direct
precursor to the
experimental nature ﬁ
of the Scientific

4

Revolution. 6 ey
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He constructed history as a facade to safely explore the

supernatural. In his world, the boundary between the

miracle of the saint and the spell of the sorcerer was
merely a matter of who was holding the pen.

The truth of fiction. A




