The Architecture of Reality

The Journey of the Soul in the Philosophy of Plotinus

Based on the Introduction to the Enneads by Dominic J. O'Meara




“The sessions were
confused and much
nonsense was
spoken... but when
when he spoke his
intellect illuminated
|ié¥en his face.” - Porphyry
| e AR Porphyry

Philosophy in an Age of Anxiety

204-270 AD: }_( 204-270 AD:
Plotinus’ Life Plotinus’ Life

Context: The Crisis
of the Third Century
(Plague, Civil War,
Inflation)

Context: Ai the
Roman sourance —O—
in the youngh

Response: A Stateless
O Citizenship
of the Soul
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The Fundamental Dualism

The Materialist Error

(Stoics/Epicureans) The Plotinian Soul

e Unity of Perception: A material mass cannot unify different sensations.
e Memory: If Soul were body in flux, identity would dissolve.
e Active vs. Passive: Soul is the cause that binds; Body is the composite that is bound.
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The Mystery of Presence

*mﬁ&ﬂ The Reversal of

\\‘} t““‘" Vi [lf"f
‘!\ﬁt‘i“‘ 0’.’0’6*03*&17//4’;; | ®
WSS Containment
\ "" 7
\{::‘ 2 zé/ The Soul is not in the Body like
NS AL Soul ==  waterin abucket. The Body is in the
NCS LA ————  Soul like a net in the sea.
== ////AQ\
= ——

Presence is not local. Presence is Dependence.
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The First Ascent: From Soul to Intellect (Nous)

Intellect (Nous)

Intuitive Thought
(Simultaneous/Total) Intelligible Reality is
| not a distant place,
but a deeper level of
self-presence.

Soul
Discursive Thought
(Sequential/Changing)
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The Principle of Prior Simplicity

The Point = The Simple / The One

The Line depends on the Point.
D 4 The Surface depends on the Line.
The Cube (Body) depends on
the Surface.

Complexity always depends on simplexity. Multiplicity must derive from Unity.
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The Summit: “The One” in Playfair Display

Not a Thing

Beyond Being Absolute

(Epekeina Ousias) Simplicity Not a Quality

Not an Intellect

The Source of all Forms has no form. The Source of all Number is not a number.
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Speaking the Unspeakable

The Dilemma:

“We say something about it,
but we do not say it.”

Language as Indication
1. We are not describing The One; we are describing our dependence on it.
2. We circle around the center, pointing inward.

3. The goal is not description, but an experience of presence.
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The Mystery of Derivation

The Double Activity
v, h‘ ? ;’4 « The Overflow
< g7 5 (Heat)

"
-

3 External Act:
A necessary outflow
generated by

Internal Act:

The Oneremains, ————————p = = o P f—

itself, unchanged. e g perfection.
'3 T
s Nid a6
K / ! \ <&
Y i i ‘
4 ! X
\ 4
Key Analogy

The Sun gives off light without losing its substance and without choosing to shine.
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Production as Contemplation

Intellect contemplates The One
-> Generates Soul

L

Soul contemplates Intellect
-> Generates Nature

Contemplation '

Nature contemplates (dreamily)
-> Generates the World

Contemplation

Making is a shadow of contemplation. The world is a by-product of the desire to see.
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The Limit of Light: Matter and Evil

The Good e Evil is not a positive force. It is
Privation (Absence).

e Matter is the darkness where the light
stops.

Form/Soul

e Evil is ‘Formlessness’ and ‘Total

Matt
gl Poverty’.

(Privation)
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The Ladder of Beauty

1. Beauty in Bodies
(Form mastering Matter)

2. Beauty in Souls

(Virtue/Knowledge)

3. Beauty in Intellect
(True Being)

‘Chisel away the superfluous, straighten what is crooked... never
cease working at your statue until the godlike splendour shines.
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The Return: Union (Henosis)

© e The Goal: “The flight of the alone
to the Alone’”

e The Method: Dialectic leads to
@ the final leap beyond logic.
e The Experience: A sudden filling

with light; restoration of true
identity.
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The Legacy of Plotinus

Plotinus St. Augustine Islamic Philosophy The Renaissance
(3rd C.) (4th C.) (Al-Farabi/Avicenna) (Ficino, 1492)
Plotinus St. Augustine Islamic Philosophy The Renaissance
Brd'€.) (4th C.) (Al-Farabi/Avicenna) (Ficino, 1492)

We are “Amphibious”—living partly in the sensory
world, but with our head in the Intelligible.
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The Cycle of Being

The Architecture of Reality

Procession / Descent

h The One €—

The One

v

Intellect

v

Soul

v

World

>

Matter/Limit

Union

T

Dialectic

?

Virtue

.

Return / Ascent
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The Architecture
of the Soul

Decoding the psychic faculties in Albertus Magnus’s commentary
on De Anima.

SENSUS COMMUNIS
Common Sensea

IMAGINATIO
imagination

llllllllllllllllllllllllllll

ESTIMATIVA

"\-ﬁsrimative Faculty

k MEMORIA
h T Memory

Before modern neuroscience, there was Scholastic psychology.

In the 13th century, Albertus Magnus systematized the functions of
the human psyche. He viewed the soul not as a ghost, but as the
machine’s operating principle. This deck reverse-engineers his model.
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The Universal
Doctor

Doctor Universalis

The Context The Method

Teacher of Thomas Aquinas. Integrated Aristotelian

'The only scholar of his age to ~ philosophy with theology and
be canonized “The Great” distinct empirical observation.
during his own lifetime. Albertus did not just read about

nature; he looked at it.

His commentary on De Anima

is a study of life itself- 33
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The Form of the Body

MATTER FORM SUBSTANCE
(Body) (Soul) (Living Being)

'The Soul (Anima) is not a separate entity inhabiting a body.
It is the “First Act” of a physical body capable of life.

No body, no soul. No soul, just a corpse. They are a single, unified substance.
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The Nested Hierarchy of Life

Vegetative Soul
(Plants)

Nutrition, Growth, Reproduction.

Sensitive Soul
(Animals)

Rational Soul

(Humans)
Intellect, Will.

Nature does not
abandon its
foundation as

it builds upward.
'The higher faculties

subsume the lower.
Humans contain
the plant and the
animal within.
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Level 1: The Engine of Life

The Vegetative Soul

For Albertus, these are
not just chemical
reactions; they are
directed activities of the
soul to maintain
existence. The soul is the
teleological principle of

life.
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Scholastic Swiss

Level 2: The Window to the World

The Sensitive Soul

Object The Mechanism of Sensation: e Sight
s Ep o) When you look at an apple
Ao % ® Hearin
your eye receives the “form” of 5
the apple without receiving ® Smell
Species its matter. It is like wax T
(The Likeness) wax taking the impression of ol s
a seal—it captures the shape, ¢ Touch
but not the gold.
The Sense Organ
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The Internal Processing Unit
From Eye to Mind

Imaginatio &
.~ Aestimativa
Sensus

Communis ‘
" Memoria
Retains images

Integrates sights and perceives

one percept. (e.g., danger) perceptions

over time.

J

-

These faculties process “Phantasms”—sensory images that serve as raw material for the intellect.
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Scholastic Swiss

Level 3: The Human Distinction
The Rational Soul

The Problem of Universals:
Senses only know particulars
(this specific object). The
Intellect knows universals
(the concept of the object).
Because matter is finite but
concepts are infinite, the
Rational Soul cannot be
purely material.

Particular Universal
(Matter) (Concept)
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The Assembly Line of Thought

“Nothing is in the intellect that was not first in the senses.”
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External Sensation Phantasm Abstraction Universal
Object (Image) Concept

Abstraction strips away matter to reveal the form.
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The Light and the Slate

The Passive Intellect is a blank slate with the potential to know anything.
The Active Intellect is the ‘light’ that illuminates sensory images,
making them readable to the mind.

Active Intellect

SENSORY IMAGES, =

UNDERSTANDING.
CONCEPTS,
TRUTH.

KNOWLEDGE.

Passive Intellect (Tabula Rasa)
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The Unity of the Substance

Rejection of the
“Pilot in the
Ship” model.

Rejection of
Dualism

The human is not a soul trapped in a body. The Rational Soul performs the vegetative
and sensitive functions itself. It is one single substance that thinks, feels, and grows.
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Faith, Reason, and the University

Y ™

‘Thomas Aquinas
(‘The Summit)

Albertus Magnus
(‘The Synthesis)

1. The Scholastic Method:

Rigorous definition and division.

2. Validating Science:
Opening the door for natural

science within Christendom.

Aristotle
(The Philosopher) |

i 4 WA “Albertus showed that to study the mechanism of the
T e e A body was to study the handiwork of the Divine.”
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The Horizon of Eternity

higher powers, it embraces the
material world. By its higher powers,
it touches the divine.

The human soul stands on the horizon
between time and eternity. By its
lower powers, it embraces the

We are the bridge between matter and spirit.
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