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The Pythagorean and

' The Kabbalist [YOATOPAZ JOHANNES REUCHLIN (|

Unlocking Divine Mysteries through

% Dedicated to Pope Leo X, this text
¢ represents the first systematic attempt 3
to introduce Hebrew Kabbalah to the
European intelligentsia. It argues that
all ancient wisdom—whether Greek

\\ Philosophy or Jewish Revelation—
converges on a single truth.

“There is nothing more
)  conducive to the

> &) salvation of souls than

=2 symbolic theology.”
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PHILOLAUS (The Pythagorean)
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Represents Jewish Revelation, Oral Represents Mathematics, Order, Represents Skepticism, |
& Tradition, and the ascent to God and the search for truth through Aristotelian logic, and the J
‘ through Hebrew names. reason and silence. scholastic worldview.

Context: Three scholars retire to a quiet garden to debate the nature of divine truth.
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The Finite Net Cannot Catch the Infinite

The Limits of the Syllogism
Logic/Syllogism

> . W)W W S, W Reuchlin argues that
ﬁ "; " ﬁ E f,; I*k-, " - Aristotelian logic works for
v . W W e, S _ /.7 the “Sensible World”
B S i' B 4 (physics/nature) but fails
P -m.mpf;.m,.w~ -5 | Vi \ﬁ/,;,xﬂ:/ﬁf in the “Divine World.”
| *i 5 - 4/ gic requires de !nl jons
";’;'. .;. Y WirteeTrith and sensory input; God

o
-r_- r" : ' ."' !..k g ."'ﬂ
o W S ; i i ¢ "
/ 14 / »’ ! 14 has no definition and is
4 ﬁh"-.ﬁa-&‘;-.. \L'ab E—e—=g ‘;ff ~aoa \h--..h."-."\.\.‘h."- ':f ) T':- &5 _,"‘r. _- beyo nd the senses.
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“The syllogism is a mesh that catches the small fish of ﬂpininn but lets the great whale of truth escape.”

We need a method of RECEPTION (Kabbalah), not INVENTION (Logic).
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The Shell

and the Kernel
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Focus on the letter of the law, rituals, and the
world of Action. The Talmudist remains below.

Focus on the spirit of the law, allegory, and the world
of Contemplation. The Kabbalist tends upwards. J

Kabbalah translates to “Reception”—the act of receiving a truth that cannot be proven by logic, only handed down.
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-~ Pythagoras the Kabbalist -

Philolaus admits that Pythagoras traveled to the Near East and learned from the Hebrews.
Reuchlin argues that Greek Philosophy is simply the ‘Secret Tradition’ clothed in different garments.

J"s HEBREW LETTERS % Pythagorean Silence
[ (TEIRAGRAMMATON) = Kahbalistic Meditation

# Pythagoras’s “The One”
= The Hebrew God

% Ipse Dixit ("He himself
said it") = Hachamim
(“The Sages said”)
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Humanity exists in

the bottom world | [~ 4
but possesses the (
spark to ascend the :
ladder to the top.
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The Anthropology of Ascent

Reuchlin describes “Deification”:
The process where the human mind

(Mens) bypasses the lower faculties to
unite directly with the Divine mind.

———> | Intelligible World

&
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“God created man from mud and

breath... so that with feet on the earth he
might walk with beasts, but with head
raised he might converse with angels.”
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The Primal Ruin ~ (|

. The Metaphysical Catastrophe
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Adam’s sin was not merely eating
a fruit; it was a disruption of the
spiritual infrastructure. The
“channels” that allowed Divine
Light to flow into the Sensible

World were shattered. T}
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Consequence: Humanity is
trapped in the “Sensible World”
of death and decay, unable to )
access the Tree of Life. §
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The Transmission of the Secret

Raziel (Angel)
. Aboh Moses The Prophets
Seth Enoch raham (nkyﬂ) (Dl;{lmn)
' (',]i]n) (DNAX) \vr

----------
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Kabbalah is revealed to be the transmission of a specific secret: The promise of a Restorer.
Reuchlin redefines the Messiah not as a political conqueror (the Talmudic view),
but as a spiritual entity who repairs the broken channels between worlds.
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== Renaissance Intellectual Editorial ~=
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The Ineffable Name (God)

Pentagrammaton (Jesus)

The Word Made Pronounceable

The Tetragrammaton (YHWH) is unpronounceable.
By inserting the letter Shin (Spirit), the name becomes vocal: JeHSuH.
The Messiah is the Name of God made pronounceable.
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The Messiah’s role is to reverse the ban on the Tree of Life. He restores the ‘Intelligible World’
to human experience, allowing the mind to bypass the ruin and connect with the Divine.

-7 Christian Salvation and Kabbalistic Tikkun (Repair) are presented as the same metaphysical event.
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The Final Synthesis
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Reason has limits: The Universe is

p, and the Rationalist finds his cause. All paths lead to the One.
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The Name is the Key;
Tradition offers a a ladder we must The hidden YHWH becomes
path beyond. climb. the revealed YHSWH.

The Pythagorean finds his numbers, the Kabbalist finds his names,




Beyond the Syllogism

Reuchlin’s work remains a testament to the human need to go beyond the “sensible”
world. Whether through art, faith, or philosophy, we are all attempting to
pronounce the unpronounceable name.
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| There Is always a story, and the story is the return to the One.
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On the Art of the Kabbalah (De Arte Cabalistica)

Jobann Reuchlin’s Renaissance Defense of Jewish Wisdom (1517)
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The Context: In the early 16th century, a
“Battle of the Books” raged across Europe. The
Inquisition sought to burn all Hebrew
literature. One man stood in the breach.

The Man: Johann Reuchlin—Europe’s premier
linguist and humanist—dared to argue that
Jewish wisdom was not heresy, but the lost key
to Christian truth.

The Text: De Arte Cabalistica is his “Decoder™:
A syncretic bridge attempting to unite the logic

of Greek Philosophy with the mysticism of
Hebrew Theology.
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The Battle of the Books

The Conflict: Reuchlin faced the ‘Battle of the Books’

against the Dominicans of Cologne, who instituted a
ban on Jewish texts.

The Accusation: He was accused of heresy for
defending the Talmud and Kabbalah, enduring

persecution for over five years.

The Defense: Reuchlin argued that destroying the
roots destroys the tree. To understand the New
Testament, one must preserve the Old.

“I considered it unbecoming of the Church to drive
them to holy baptism by tyranny or severity... I felt
that those who were outside the faith would not be
attracted to us by insults.” — Johann Reuchlin
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The Symposium at Frankfurt

A Trinity of Minds convening to find the unity of truth.
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The Goal: They gather not to debate who is right, but to find where their hidden truths converge.
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during travels to the

East. written dogma.

“There is nothing in our philosophy that was not first developed by the Jews...
though by this time they do not get the recognition they deserve.” — Philolaus

The Radical Claim: The Parallel:

Reuchlin argues that The Pythagorean vow of
Pythagoras did not silence mirrors the

invent his philosophy; he Jewish Kabbalah (literally
imported it from the ‘to receive’). Both
Hebrews (Nazirites) prioritize the spoken

word of the master over
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?  The Hierarchy of Being oo

) J/ N

\\\\ | // // Man is the
q1° ’R-—— The uncreated, the Microcosm:

infinite, the Essence
Composed of all

three worlds, man
stands in the
middle. He can
sink to matter or
ascend via
Kabbalah to the
Light of the Mind.

Realm of mathematics
and separate intelligences
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Adobe Jenson Pro: Adobe Jenson Pro:

Deal with the “body”  Deal with the “soul’

of the Law—Ilegal of the Law—moving

usage, rites, and toward contemplation,

el — logic traps symbols, and direct
/ (syllogisms). intuition.

N6

Key Insight: Kabbalah (literally ‘to
receive’) is symbolic theology that moves
beyond logic to apprehend God directly.

q
\ )
N\ “The Talmudists are like the body without the soul... The Kabbalists are the soul.” A
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? The Garden of Nuts: Tools of the Trade %
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Adobe Jenson Pro: e
Literal Text ~ ———\_ Hidden Truth
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Notariacon )

Acronyms & Abbreviations.
The art of the scrivener.

= Gematria
Numerical equivalence.
The geometry of God.

| Themurah

~ Permutation.
Transposing letters to reveal ciphers.

To peel back the shell of scripture, the Kabbalist employs these three hermeneutic keys.
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Gematria: The Arithmetic of Truth

Rebecca conceived
+ Esau

oo NtV +1+ P +D+W
R+W+1+P+W 707 = 1) 600 (6 00) (100) (300)

(1) (300) (6) (100) (300) et TR 70 e

The Principle: Every Hebrew letter is a number. If two words share a sum, they share a reality.

The Decoding: The scripture says Rebecca conceived. The Gematria reveals she
conceived the force that would consume the wicked (Esau as straw, Jacob as fire).
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Notariacon: The Universe in a Letter
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(is like You) (among the gods)
) The Principle: Every letter in the Torah is an initial for a hidden word. q
\ The Example: Judas Maccabeus’s name was not just a title; it was the f
N battle cry of the rebellion hidden in plain sight (Exodus 15:11). /4
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The Principle: Permutation.
Rearranging the ‘atomic
structure’ of the text.

The Code: Derived from

Exodus 14:19-21.
Three verses of 72 letters each.

The Method:

Write Verse 19 forward.
Write Verse 20 backward.
Write Verse 21 forward.

|| Read vertically to generate

the 72 names of the angels
(Shemhamphorasch).
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The Sephiroth: Mapping the Divine

Kether (Crown)

Binah (Understanding) Hokhmah (Wisdom)

Tiphereth (Beauty)

Yesod

) (Foundation)

Malkuth (Kingdom)
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The Structure: Reuchlin maps the 10 Sephiroth (Divine Attributes) onto
the Christian Trinity and angelic hierarchies.

The Function: The bridge between the Infinite (En Sof) and the finite world.




The Wonder-Working Word
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|
The Unpronounceable Name Shin Pentagrammaton
(God Hidden) (The Mother Letter (Yeshua / Jesus)
/ Fire / Logos)

The Reuchlin Thesis: By inserting the letter of the Incarnation (?) into
the Ineffable Name, the hidden God becomes the manifest Savior.
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The Restoration of the Fall
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The Problem: Adam’s sin broke the connection between the Worlds.
The channels of divine light were snapped.

The Solution: The Messiah. The “Just Man” who bridges the gap.

The Typology: Abel died by “wood” (a club), prefiguring the “wood” of the Cross.
Through Gematria, the wood of the Cross is linked to the Tree of Life.
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1. Ethics: Cleansing the character
(Pythagorean virtues).

2. Contemplation: Using the Names

to ascend the ladder of being.

3. Union: Achieving
“deification”—where the human
intellect brushes against the
Divine mind.
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* Reuchlin dedicated this work to Pope Leo X, hoping to end the persecution of
Jewish books.

* Qutcome: Though the Reformation would soon divide Europe, Reuchlin’s defense
ensured Hebrew studies survived in the West, birthing the “‘Christian Cabala.

>% “I have written this for you... that the Church in years to come &
will be not ungrateful for my merits.” — Johann Reuchlin
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